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How the SCC Decides Transmission Line Cases 

Governed by Law 

The process by which the State Corporation Commission handles an application to build a transmission line is gov-
erned by laws enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia. The SCC's ultimate decision is based on the application 
of Virginia law to the facts developed in the case. The SCC functions in a manner similar to a court of law. 

Procedures Designed to Ensure Due Process 

The SCC's Rules of Practice and Procedure apply to all cases. The process begins when the company seeking to build 
the power line (the “applicant”) files an application with the SCC in accordance with sections 56-46.1 and 56-265.2 of 
the Code of Virginia. 

The SCC then issues what is known as a “procedural order,” which: 

• Establishes a schedule for the case including due dates for written and electronic public comments, written 
testimony from parties to the case, and public hearings. 

• Requires the applicant to notify affected parties. This includes posting public notice in newspapers of general 
circulation in the areas through which the line is proposed to be built, direct notice to owners of property 
within the routes of the proposed line, and direct notice to the governing body of each county and municipal-
ity through which the line is proposed to be built. 

The evidentiary hearing is held in the SCC's courtroom in Richmond and is open to the public. Public hearings may 
also be held in localities near the area affected by the proposed line.  

An interested person or entity may participate in the case as a “respondent" or as a "public witness.” 

• A respondent is a formal party to the proceeding and may, for example, participate in discovery, submit writ-
ten and oral testimony, cross-examine witnesses, and file pleadings. A respondent is also subject to discov-
ery from other parties. 

• A public witness may testify at a public hearing. Public witnesses testify under oath and are subject to cross-
examination, just as any witness in a court proceeding. 

Members of the public may also submit written comments in the case during the time period specified in the proce-
dural order, by visiting the SCC’s website. 

Transmission line cases typically are assigned to a hearing examiner for the first phase. The use of a hearing examiner 
facilitates comprehensive collection of evidence in cases that are particularly technical in nature, as transmission 
line cases frequently are. At the conclusion of this phase, the hearing examiner files a report that summarizes the rec-
ord, analyzes the evidence and legal issues in the case, and makes recommendations for the Commission to con-
sider. Parties to the case are then permitted to file comments on the hearing examiner's report. 

The Commissioners review and carefully consider the record evidence, the hearing examiner's report, public witness 
testimony, public comments and comments filed by parties on the hearing examiner's report, and issue a decision. 

Sections 56-46.1 and 56-265.2 of the Code of Virginia set forth many of the legal standards that the SCC must apply in 
ruling whether to approve or disapprove the application. If an application is approved, the SCC issues the applicant a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity, which authorizes construction and operation of the line.   


