
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, February 7, 2024 
 

Capitol Contact ALERT 
Oppose SB 697: Mandates 

Approval of Solar and 
Battery Storage 

  
Bill to be Heard Thursday, February 8 in Committee –  

Call Your Senators Now to Oppose  
 
SB 697 (Van Valkenburg) requires localities to permit utility-scale solar and energy 
storage facilities as a “special exception” per 15.2-2288.8 of Virginia Code and to 
develop an ordinance that establishes “reasonable criteria and requirements” for the 
siting of utility-scale solar and battery storage projects. Additionally, the legislation 
states that such reasonable criteria and requirements “…shall not include limits on the 
total amount, density, or size of solar and storage facilities that can be developed.”  
 
SB 697 requires counties to permit any application, regardless of the cumulative 
impact of such facilities. 
 
ACTION REQUIRED – Call members of the Senate Local Government Committee 
today to oppose SB 697.  
 
KEY POINTS 
 

https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=241&typ=bil&val=sb697
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/15.2-2288.8/
mailto:senatormcpike@senate.virginia.gov;senatorstanley@senate.virginia.gov;senatorhackworth@senate.virginia.gov;senatorsuetterlein@senate.virginia.gov;senatorbagby@senate.virginia.gov;senatorsturtevant@senate.virginia.gov;senatormcguire@senate.virginia.gov;senatoraird@senate.virginia.gov;senatorvanvalkenburg@senate.virginia.gov;senatorsubramanyam@senate.virginia.gov;senatorwilliamsgraves@senate.virginia.gov;senatordurant@senate.virginia.gov;senatordiggs@senate.virginia.gov;senatorpekarsky@senate.virginia.gov


• Utility-scale solar and battery storage are in effect largescale power plants, many 
of which may have oversized footprints. For example, a solar facility with a 
generating capacity of 100 MW can occupy 1,000 acres or more of land. 
 

• The state should not mandate counties to permit these facilities, regardless of the 
total amount, density, or size of such projects. 
 

KEY CONTACTS 
 

SENATE LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITEE 
 
VACo Contact: Joe Lerch, AICP 
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