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Program Overview

With the opportunity for a rebranding of a curriculum fair experience for students and families,
the team of student-leaders and faculty at Short Pump Middle School in Henrico County,
Virginia was committed to reimagining the typical curriculum fair as an entirely new, in-person
experience to share how students are learning in their courses and those they might take in the
future. Why not capitalize on a community-facing, high-energy, student-centered opportunity for
our young people to share their learning experiences and quality work with an authentic
audience of future Pumas and their families? The student leaders agreed they would be the

best representatives to share their learning experiences.

The goal for the event was to move to a student-led experience for current and incoming
students and families, giving each attendee the opportunity to learn from their peers in real time.
The event would take students and families through facilitated demonstrations, student-led
modeling, hands-on mini-activities and presentations, all about the course opportunities and
learning experiences available in each course offered at Short Pump. The entire experience
was guided from the perspective of students currently enrolled in each available course

participating in clubs and organizations, and participating on athletic teams.

Problem/Challenge/Situation Faced by Locality

Following a period of time away from in-person events and community-facing experiences, it
has been a focus of the student-leaders and faculty at Short Pump Middle School to increase
opportunities for authentic student and family reengagement in the learning happening in our
community each day. The goal of the Student Learning and Innovation Showcase was to
provide students and families the opportunity to learn more about course offerings at SPMS
from the HCPS Academic Planning Guide, live in action. The components of the events were

meant to allow families to gain clarity about the course selection process in PowerSchool — our
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school division’s learning platform — and get questions answered about what Short Pump has

to offer — directly from our students. Our community was able to gain a better understanding of

what learning looks like directly from the experts, the students.

How Program Fulfilled Awards Criteria

This project reimagined a standard yearly event in a fresh, innovative way. Using student voices
and leadership and energizing staff and students to showcase meaningful, engaged learning at
their school resulted in an enjoyable and informative evening. Parents and their students
received outstanding information and were excited about seeing what Short Pump Middle
School has to offer. The event also indirectly buttressed daily instruction. Building an annual
event that students and teachers will look forward to provides an additional means to encourage
students and teachers to continue innovating and updating lessons because they want to be
proud of their experiences with an audience. This project can be easily replicated, using existing

school resources and harnessing the creativity and enthusiasm of students and staff.

How Program Was Carried Out

The Student Learning and Innovation Showcase was designed to provide a real-time academic
and career planning experience for middle school students and their families, student-driven
and adult-supported event. The goal of the event was to give students and parents the
confidence to make informed decisions about opportunities in middle and high school, with
course information and opportunities presented in a clear and organized way that could be
tailored to each student’s specific needs and interests. This helps ensure the Short Pump
Middle School families have the information they need to support our students with course
selection and planning for the upcoming school year. The Student Learning and Innovation
Showcase used the best parts of a traditional curriculum fair but with so much more included.
Our students and teachers shared many of the great things they are teaching and learning at

SPMS, and highlighted the courses available for students to choose the following year.
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Additionally, the event highlighted representatives from all available student clubs and
organizations, athletic teams, PTSA, the yearbook and school counseling, and resources and
sessions specifically for parents and guardians. The videos and artifacts linked below in the

supplemental materials section provide examples of the innovative and effective way

information was presented at the showcase.

Program Cost

Existing school resources were used for the event.

Program Results

The Short Pump Middle School Student Learning and Innovation showcase demonstrated
several indicators of success. It achieved 100% teacher participation with all subjects and
electives represented. Additionally, the event saw a turnout of more than 200 student presenters
and volunteers, making it one of the school's largest events of the year. The showcase also
resulted in the generation of new and innovative lessons, as teachers created new material in
anticipation of the audience. Furthermore, the exhibition motivated students to work harder and
complete their projects to a higher standard. Overall, the showcase was a resounding success,
bringing together students and teachers in a collaborative effort to create an exciting and

engaging event.

Brief Summary

The Student Learning and Innovation Showcase at Short Pump Middle school was able to take
a traditional curriculum fair and turn it into an engaging, student-focused experience. No longer
was a class or club just a description; students could now show off exactly why the next class of
students should be enticed by whatever subject is on display. This type of interactive
presentation was obviously beneficial for prospective students, but it also allowed the current

students to display their passion and organizational skills for the betterment of themselves and
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the programs they’re passionate about. The motivation for each side to either gain knowledge or
impart knowledge makes the Student Learning and Innovation Showcase such a hit, and it’s the

type of fun yet informative event that will only be built on further in the future — whether at Short

Pump Middle School or other schools across HCPS.
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Supplemental Material

Video No. 1: SPMS Student Learning and Innovation Showcase (HCPS Division of
Communications)

Video #No. 2: SPMS Student Learning and Innovation Showcase social media
Student Learning and Innovation Showcase event schedule (community-facing)

Special Edition Puma Blast, Parent Communication (course selection and event details)

Student Learning & Innovation Showcase invitation (community-facing for social

media/web communications)
SPMS 2023-24 course-request information

o

O O O O

o

Rising sixth grade

Rising seventh grade

Rising eighth grade

Information on math pathways can be located here.
Rising ninth grade

DRHS Rising ninth grade scheduling video

Permission form PDF (for printing hard copies)

Permission form fillable (to be completed/shared digitally)



https://content.streamhoster.com/preview/hcpstv/2022-23/Middle/SPMS-InnovationFair-RUFF_20230120_1280x720_1872kbps_259s.mp4?autoPlay=1&width=640&height=360
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CnVDKq0huX1/?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FkfsK64f5d4Yx0OFvnaUjFghFY_SsYMqJBo-2oV5d3E/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WLRsqRUdlSXrI9qvgHyhMPwnVT-GVyjUmZz0l34FP4Q/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j4jO11prAukuKj0AHei0gtOau-cI6eN0/view?usp=sharing
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1UEcnKo9IGmp9I1ig4azhi2xqk9Lm_75e%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D102560373569589750188%26rtpof%3Dtrue%26sd%3Dtrue&data=05%7C01%7Ccnhennessy%40henrico.k12.va.us%7C6ebbedbd531148551a4608dadeb5d66c%7C75d3675888f24aa6bdae1ca9343c0c66%7C1%7C0%7C638067169808855324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NSnJrsG5wBrcK8uPKPVxHrpWiQP%2BqbCHxx8v76qBZv8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1_vZCngiDswbewomDh9FgLwt_1ZEMs6xP%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D102560373569589750188%26rtpof%3Dtrue%26sd%3Dtrue&data=05%7C01%7Ccnhennessy%40henrico.k12.va.us%7C6ebbedbd531148551a4608dadeb5d66c%7C75d3675888f24aa6bdae1ca9343c0c66%7C1%7C0%7C638067169808855324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PERoSGXG1bnHzZxdPXvB7u787bvR4ZZ3jIZsDPudBOI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F10eKpw7mJoJ1Pof5kzYnc-92vbH2OGyZS%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing%26ouid%3D102560373569589750188%26rtpof%3Dtrue%26sd%3Dtrue&data=05%7C01%7Ccnhennessy%40henrico.k12.va.us%7C6ebbedbd531148551a4608dadeb5d66c%7C75d3675888f24aa6bdae1ca9343c0c66%7C1%7C0%7C638067169808855324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HdGLd6%2F%2FVXfOtRWFK%2Fw8tqsGFLNjv1h0oro%2FV53p%2BDM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F1xlGIXRRvh5tagYUpM3SiYZbuvFfJfzjh-5ZrixsMcTI%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C01%7Ccnhennessy%40henrico.k12.va.us%7Ca466c4b814e34d66280308daecd3de2b%7C75d3675888f24aa6bdae1ca9343c0c66%7C1%7C0%7C638082691944303095%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Uzuc46Yq9NuLaeJlcSInkWZ9mJskcfQjYy4c2Uy7%2Bek%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F1wRmY5nLhFqQpQSl8otUWLDTHNRDZzhCXTV9GYgr0Vas%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=05%7C01%7Ccnhennessy%40henrico.k12.va.us%7C6ebbedbd531148551a4608dadeb5d66c%7C75d3675888f24aa6bdae1ca9343c0c66%7C1%7C0%7C638067169808855324%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NJnKUFQ%2F9rM76Db82iYUSuf%2FvroT%2BFFx0OKKqZYTvv8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loom.com%2Fshare%2F997a994897f64058b3871c5af5ac640e&data=05%7C01%7Ccnhennessy%40henrico.k12.va.us%7C56d9a6f2c06643573d7108daecc148c9%7C75d3675888f24aa6bdae1ca9343c0c66%7C1%7C0%7C638082612128168122%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ixcir56mOYxoySTLqKWxn1C%2B%2FKibqc4YRw3K%2FOhrPdA%3D&reserved=0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AzEiAH76_pOfBBU8cBzMc1NThnQqW7Mx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HgU0giLUeqHip0eSYHEQvwE-a1X5TGbQ/view?usp=sharing
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