
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wednesday, February 15, 2023 
 

Capitol Contact ALERT 
Call Now: Oppose Bill that May 
Result in Negative Impacts on 

Local Water Quality 
  

Bill to be heard on Friday, February 17 
Call Your Senators Now to Oppose 

 
HB 2282 (Edmunds), as amended, would allow forest harvesting activities to be exempt 
from the Virginia Stormwater Management Program even if the land does not intend to 
be reforested or turned into agricultural use. In effect, these changes in the law could 
allow for land disturbance activities, not associated with future forestry and agriculture, 
to be exempt from stormwater regulations if the applicant cuts down the forested areas 
to harvest the trees.  
 
VACo is concerned that this proposed exemption could lead to land disturbance 
activities for residential and commercial development to proceed without understanding 
full impacts to water quality and erosion. 
 
ACTION REQUIRED – Call your SENATORS today to oppose HB 2282. Bill will be 
heard on the Senate floor on Friday, February 17.  
  
This bill narrowly reported out of the House of Delegates and then passed a Senate 
Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources subcommittee by an 8-7 vote.   

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fcgi-bin%2Flegp604.exe%3Fses%3D231%26typ%3Dbil%26val%3Dhb2282&data=05%7C01%7Cdlynch%40vaco.org%7Ca50023fea2114cf8b1df08db0f6be8d0%7C437a632da75d4bd286f03a8cadc4a990%7C1%7C1%7C638120728394464459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xENsSWIKJbQY53d0AqDhzDMlJnMjQNzqfEqoIxLJPIo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.senate.virginia.gov%2FSenator%2Findex.php&data=05%7C01%7Cdlynch%40vaco.org%7Ca50023fea2114cf8b1df08db0f6be8d0%7C437a632da75d4bd286f03a8cadc4a990%7C1%7C1%7C638120728394464459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BFc4nZFcIN%2F2%2F7syI6axkQ6LYvfqIHU2w2AHrWlgHPg%3D&reserved=0


KEY POINTS 
 

• HB 2282 undermines local authority to protect local water quality and removes 
any opportunity to work with developers to maintain existing trees. 
 

• This bill may result in negative impacts in local water quality and erosion control 
as land disturbance activities for development are not properly evaluated.  
 

• This new exemption could allow for certain land clearing activities for future 
potential development to proceed without first receiving a stormwater permit. 
 

• Under current code, the clearing of land for the harvesting of forest products is 
exempt from the Virginia Stormwater Management Plan so long as the land is, 
“reforested artificially or naturally,” or, “converted to bona fide agricultural or 
improved pasture.” 

 
KEY CONTACTS 
 

• Email Your Senator 
• Email Entire Senate of Virginia 

 
VACo Contact: James Hutzler (804.343.2503) 

https://apps.senate.virginia.gov/Senator/index.php
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