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Thursday, February 13, 2020 
 

Capitol Contact ALERT – 
Oppose Mandated Collective 

Bargaining for Public 
Employees 

  
HB 582 (Guzman) mandates that Counties, as employers, are required to engage in 
collective bargaining with employees if only 30% of employees petition to form a 
collective bargaining unit and a majority of votes cast elect to designate a union or labor 
association as their exclusive representative to negotiate terms and conditions of 
employment.   
 
The Code of Virginia currently prohibits collective bargaining for public employees in 
Virginia but does allow them to form associations to promote their interests. This bill 
mandates that public employers are required to engage in collective bargaining. This bill 
favors unions in every aspect of the process and will have a chilling effect on the 
employer-employee relationship. VACo opposes any effort to mandate collective 
bargaining for public employees. 
 
ACTION REQUIRED – Contact Senate Members today to oppose HB 582.  
 
Additional policy analysis on HB 582 can be found here.  
 
KEY POINTS 
 

• This bill removes local option as it forces local governments into collective 
bargaining if only 30% of employees petition to form a collective bargaining unit 
and a majority of votes cast elect to designate a union or labor association as 
their exclusive representative to negotiate terms and conditions of employment. 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=201&typ=bil&val=hb582
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title40.1/chapter4/section40.1-57.2/
mailto:District1@senate.virginia.gov;District2@senate.virginia.gov;District3@senate.virginia.gov;%20;District4@senate.virginia.gov;District5@senate.virginia.gov;District6@senate.virginia.gov;District7@senate.virginia.gov;District8@senate.virginia.gov;District9@senate.virginia.gov;District10@senate.virginia.gov;District11@senate.virginia.gov;District12@senate.virginia.gov;District13@senate.virginia.gov;District14@senate.virginia.gov;District15@senate.virginia.gov;District16@senate.virginia.gov;District17@senate.virginia.gov;District18@senate.virginia.gov;District19@senate.virginia.gov;District20@senate.virginia.gov;District21@senate.virginia.gov;District22@senate.virginia.gov;District23@senate.virginia.gov;District24@senate.virginia.gov;District25@senate.virginia.gov;District26@senate.virginia.gov;District27@senate.virginia.gov;District28@senate.virginia.gov;District29@senate.virginia.gov;District30@senate.virginia.gov;District31@senate.virginia.gov;District32@senate.virginia.gov;District33@senate.virginia.gov;District34@senate.virginia.gov;District35@senate.virginia.gov;District36@senate.virginia.gov;District37@senate.virginia.gov;District38@senate.virginia.gov;District39@senate.virginia.gov;District40@senate.virginia.gov
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=201&typ=bil&val=hb582
https://www.vaco.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/CollectiveBargainingAdditionAnalysis21320.pdf


2 

 

The result could be a small number of your employees forcing collective 
bargaining on all employees.  

 

• There is no dedicated funding source identified to handle the administration of 
collective bargaining at the local level. Costs could include additional 
administrative and legal staff, negotiation with exclusive representatives, 
mediation, and arbitration. Without a funding mechanism this will likely lead to 
higher taxes and/or a reduction in existing benefits and services and has the 
potential to be felt in every community of the Commonwealth. 

 

• These bills could require local employees and County representatives to engage 
in mediation and arbitration of disputes with the PERB, a board that has no local 
representation or county expertise. This will add to expenses and could result in 
long protracted procedures for even small disputes.  

 

• Passage of the bills will require Counties to spend valuable fiscal resources on 
labor attorneys and other experts to represent the interests of each locality. 

 
HB 582 was passed by the House of Delegates, 54-45, and has been referred to the 
Senate Commerce and Labor Committee, where it could be heard as early as Monday, 
February 17. VACo continues to oppose this bill and speak in opposition to this 
mandate. 
 

Additional policy analysis on HB 582.  
 
A similar bill without a mandate is SB 939 (Saslaw), which preserves local option to 
engage in collective bargaining. SB 939 is permissive but leaves the governance of any 
collective bargaining authority to be determined by local ordinance if a local public 
employer chooses to enact one. SB 939 passed the Senate, 21-19, and will likely be 
referred to the House Labor and Commerce Committee. VACo has taken no position 
on SB 939 but appreciates amendments made by the patron to maintain local 
authority and the prohibition on public employees striking.  
 
Contact your legislator now to oppose HB 582. 
 
KEY CONTACTS 
 

Senate Commerce and Labor Committee: Saslaw (Chair), Norment, Newman, 
Obenshain, Lucas, Spruill, Edwards, Deeds, Barker, Marsden, Ebbin, Lewis, 
Surovell, Mason, Bell  

 
Senate Commerce and Labor Committee – Email entire committee 

 
--- 
 

http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+oth+HB582F164+PDF
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?ses=201&typ=bil&val=hb582
https://www.vaco.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/CollectiveBargainingAdditionAnalysis21320.pdf
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+bil+SB0939
mailto:district35@senate.virginia.gov;district03@senate.virginia.gov;district23@senate.virginia.gov;district26@senate.virginia.gov;district18@senate.virginia.gov;district05@senate.virginia.gov;district21@senate.virginia.gov;district25@senate.virginia.gov;district39@senate.virginia.gov;district37@senate.virginia.gov;district30@senate.virginia.gov;district06@senate.virginia.gov;district36@senate.virginia.gov;district01@senate.virginia.gov;district13@senate.virginia.gov
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S32
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S26
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S46
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S68
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S19
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S103
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S45
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S62
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S71
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S80
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S85
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S92
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S100
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S102
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S107
mailto:district35@senate.virginia.gov;district03@senate.virginia.gov;district23@senate.virginia.gov;district26@senate.virginia.gov;district18@senate.virginia.gov;district05@senate.virginia.gov;district21@senate.virginia.gov;district25@senate.virginia.gov;district39@senate.virginia.gov;district37@senate.virginia.gov;district30@senate.virginia.gov;district06@senate.virginia.gov;district36@senate.virginia.gov;district01@senate.virginia.gov;district13@senate.virginia.gov
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Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee: Howell (Chair), Saslaw, 
Norment, Hanger, Lucas, Newman, Ruff, Vogel, Barker, Edwards, Deeds, Locke, 
Petersen, Marsden, Ebbin, McClellan  

 
Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee – Email entire committee 

 
--- 
 

House of Delegates | Senate of Virginia  
 
 
VACo Contacts: Jeremy R. Bennett and Phyllis Errico, Esq. 
 

mailto:district32@senate.virginia.gov;district35@senate.virginia.gov;district03@senate.virginia.gov;district24@senate.virginia.gov;district18@senate.virginia.gov;district23@senate.virginia.gov;district15@senate.virginia.gov;district27@senate.virginia.gov;district39@senate.virginia.gov;district21@senate.virginia.gov;district25@senate.virginia.gov;district02@senate.virginia.gov;district34@senate.virginia.gov;district37@senate.virginia.gov;district30@senate.virginia.gov;district09@senate.virginia.gov
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S17
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S32
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S26
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S47
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S19
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S46
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S59
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S79
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S71
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S45
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S62
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S67
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S76
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S80
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S85
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+mbr+S104
mailto:district32@senate.virginia.gov;district35@senate.virginia.gov;district03@senate.virginia.gov;district24@senate.virginia.gov;district18@senate.virginia.gov;district23@senate.virginia.gov;district15@senate.virginia.gov;district27@senate.virginia.gov;district39@senate.virginia.gov;district21@senate.virginia.gov;district25@senate.virginia.gov;district02@senate.virginia.gov;district34@senate.virginia.gov;district37@senate.virginia.gov;district30@senate.virginia.gov;district09@senate.virginia.gov
mailto:DelAAskew@house.virginia.gov;DelABatten@house.virginia.gov;DelALopez@house.virginia.gov;DelBCarr@house.virginia.gov;DelBFowler@house.virginia.gov;DelBKnight@house.virginia.gov;DelBOrrock@house.virginia.gov;DelCCollins@house.virginia.gov;DelCCoyner@house.virginia.gov;DelCHayes@house.virginia.gov;DelCHead@house.virginia.gov;DelCHerring@house.virginia.gov;DelCHurst@house.virginia.gov;DelCJenkins@house.virginia.gov;DelCPoindexter@house.virginia.gov;DelCRunion@house.virginia.gov;DelDAdams@house.virginia.gov;DelDBulova@house.virginia.gov;DelDHelmer@house.virginia.gov;DelDLaRock@house.virginia.gov;DelDMarshall@house.virginia.gov;DelDMcQuinn@house.virginia.gov;DelDReid@house.virginia.gov;DelDRoem@house.virginia.gov;DelDScott@house.virginia.gov;DelEBrewer@house.virginia.gov;DelEFiller-Corn@house.virginia.gov;DelEGuzman@house.virginia.gov;DelGDavis@house.virginia.gov;DelHAyala@house.virginia.gov;DelIOquinn@house.virginia.gov;DeliSamirah@house.virginia.gov;DelJAvoli@house.virginia.gov;DelJBourne@house.virginia.gov;DelJCampbell@house.virginia.gov;DelJCarrollFoy@house.virginia.gov;DelJCole@house.virginia.gov;DelJEdmunds@house.virginia.gov;DelJJones@house.virginia.gov;DelJLeftwich@house.virginia.gov;DelJLindsey@house.virginia.gov;DelJMcGuire@house.virginia.gov;DelJMcNamara@house.virginia.gov;DelJMiyares@house.virginia.gov;DelJMorefield@house.virginia.gov;DelJWard@house.virginia.gov;DelKByron@house.virginia.gov;DelKConvirs-Fowler@house.virginia.gov;DelKCox@house.virginia.gov;DelKDelaney@house.virginia.gov;DelKHodges@house.virginia.gov;DelKKory@house.virginia.gov;DelKMurphy@house.virginia.gov;DelKPlum@house.virginia.gov;DelKTran@house.virginia.gov;DelLAdams@house.virginia.gov;DelLAird@house.virginia.gov
mailto:District1@senate.virginia.gov;District2@senate.virginia.gov;District3@senate.virginia.gov;%20;District4@senate.virginia.gov;District5@senate.virginia.gov;District6@senate.virginia.gov;District7@senate.virginia.gov;District8@senate.virginia.gov;District9@senate.virginia.gov;District10@senate.virginia.gov;District11@senate.virginia.gov;District12@senate.virginia.gov;District13@senate.virginia.gov;District14@senate.virginia.gov;District15@senate.virginia.gov;District16@senate.virginia.gov;District17@senate.virginia.gov;District18@senate.virginia.gov;District19@senate.virginia.gov;District20@senate.virginia.gov;District21@senate.virginia.gov;District22@senate.virginia.gov;District23@senate.virginia.gov;District24@senate.virginia.gov;District25@senate.virginia.gov;District26@senate.virginia.gov;District27@senate.virginia.gov;District28@senate.virginia.gov;District29@senate.virginia.gov;District30@senate.virginia.gov;District31@senate.virginia.gov;District32@senate.virginia.gov;District33@senate.virginia.gov;District34@senate.virginia.gov;District35@senate.virginia.gov;District36@senate.virginia.gov;District37@senate.virginia.gov;District38@senate.virginia.gov;District39@senate.virginia.gov;District40@senate.virginia.gov
mailto:jbennett@vaco.org
mailto:perrico@vaco.org

