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CONNECTIONS

Visit Prince Edward County and
High Bridge Trail State Park

The trail will be closed at
River Road on the Cumberland
side and at Aspen Hill Road
on the Prince Edward end
during renovations on High
Bridge. The project should be
completed in early 2012.

HISTORY: In December 2006, Norfolk Southern Railway Co. donated a
31-mile tract of abandoned railroad to the state for the establishment of a new state
park. The rail line was part of the Petersburg to Lynchburg line. On Aug. 22, 2008,
four miles of the linear park were opened to the public. On June 6, 2009, another 10
miles were opened to the public. Six more miles were opened on Nov. 14, 2009, and
another four miles were opened on July 3, 2010. On Sept. 4, 2010, the trail’s final
six miles were opened.
GENERAL INFO: High Bridge Trail State Park is a multi-use trail ideally
suited for hiking, bicycling and horseback riding. The trail, once a rail bed, is
wide, level and generally flat. Its surface is finely crushed limestone. The trail’s
surface and dimensions make it easy for people of all ages and abilities to enjoy. Its
centerpiece is the majestic High Bridge, which is more than 2,400 feet long and 160
feet above the Appomattox River. The original bridge was built in 1853 as part of
the South Side Railroad. The steel-tower bridge was built in 1914.
•Twenty-eight miles of trail are open. Work on other park facilities continues.
•Be sure to bring plenty of drinking water because it’s not available on the trail.
•Park size is 1,103 acres.
AT-A-GLANCE: The pictographs directly below show park offerings. Click
on those of interest or read below for more detail. Mouse-over the image for a short
text description or click here to view a legend in which each pictograph’s meaning is
expressed.
LOCATION: High Bridge Trail is about 31 miles long and runs through
Cumberland, Nottoway and Prince Edward counties and the towns of Burkeville,
Farmville, Pamplin City, Prospect and Rice.
WILDLIFE: Virginia State Parks are great places to discover and reconnect
with the wild world. Bring a camera and share your captures with the world. But
please don’t disturb or get too close to the animals. The park is, after all, their home.
Here are a few recent natural encounters others have had at High Bridge Trail.
CONTACT INFO: High Bridge Trail State Park, 6888 Green Bay Road,
Green Bay, VA 23942 (The park’s office and actual location are separate. Do not
use the above address to determine directions); phone: (434) 315-0457; e-mail:
highbridgetrail@dcr.virginia.gov; website: www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks/hig.
shtml
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